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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) A method for providing secure communication of 
commands from a client to a plurality of hosts via a network server, comprising: 

ntilizin g authentication information and crede ntials cache information within the network 
server to facilitate the secure communication, where i n the networic server does not store either 
the authentication information or the credential ^ cache information; 

receiving at least one command from the cUent; 

initiating one or more remote execution processes for processing the at least one 
command; 

transmitting the at least one command to one or more of the hosts via the one or more 
remote execution processes; 

obtaining, from the one or more remote execution processes, data associated with the one 
or more hosts executing the at least one command; 

formatting the data; and 

sending the formatted data to the client, 

2. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
determining a maximum number of remote execution processes that may run 

simultaneously. 
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3. (original) The method of claim 2, wherein the initiating includes: 

creating no more than the maximum number of remote execution processes to 
process the at least one command. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

determining whether any of the one or more remote execution processes is running. 

5. (original) The method of claim 4, wherein the obtaining data includes: 
waiting for one of the one or more remote execution processes to exit, and 
storing data from the one remote execution process. . 

6. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the formatting includes: 
grouping data from each of the one or more remote execution processes, and 
serializing the data. 

7. (original) The method of claim I, further comprising: 
determining that another remote execution process needs to be initiated; and 
initiating the other remote execution process. 

8. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the initiating includes: 
creating a hst of the one or more remote execution processes that have been 

initiated. 
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9. (original) The method of claim 8, further comprising: 
setting a time of an alarm event; and 

obtaining a status of the one or more remote execution processes on the list when the 
alarm event occurs. 

10 (original) The method of claim 9, wherein the obtaining a status includes: 

determining whether the next remote execution process has been running for a 

first amount of lime, and 

terminating the next remote execution process when the next remote execution 

process has been running for at least the first amount of time. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the obtaining a status further 
includes: 

determining whether the next remote execution process has been running for a 
second amount of time, the second amount of time being less than the furst amount of 
time, and 

setting a next alarm event when the next remote execution process has been 
running the second amount of time. 

12. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein the obtaining data includes: 
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Storing data from the next remote execution process when the next remote 
execution process has been running less than the first amount of time but at least the 
second amount of lime. 

13. (currently amended) A system for providing secure communication of commands 
from a client to a plurality of hosts via a network server, comprising: 

meflTiR for utilizing au thentication in f ormation and credentials cache information within 
fhe Tietwork server to facilitate the secure co m munication, wherein the network server does not . 
store either the authentication informati o n nr the credentials cache information; 

means for receiving a plurality of commands from the cUent; 

means for initiating one or more remote execution processes for processing the 
commands; 

means for transmitting the commands to one or more of the hosts via the one or more 
remote execution processes; 

means for obtaining data from the one or more remote execution processes in response to 
the one or more hosts executing the commands; and 

means for sending the data to the client. 

14. (currently amended) A computer-readable medium that stores instructions 
executable by one or more processors for performing a method for providing secure 
communication of messages from a client to a plurality of hosts via a network server, 
comprising; 
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m.tr»r.tinns for u tilirinP authentic a Hnn infoiTnation nnH credentials cache mformation 
within the netwnrlr server to facilitate the secur e c ommunicatio n , wherein the network server 
HnP. not store either the authen t iV^tinn information or the credentials cache informatioa; 

instructions for acquiring at least one message from the client; 

instructions for initiating one or more remote execution processes for processing the at 
least one message; 

instructions for transmitting the at least one message to one or more of the hosts via the 
one or more remote execution processes; . . 

instructions for obtaining, from the one or more remote execution processes, data 
associated with the one or more hosts processing the at least one message; and 

instructions for transmitting the data to the client. 

15. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 14, further comprising: 
instructions for determining a maximum number of remote execution processes that may 

run simultaneously. 

16. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 15, wherein the instructions 
for initiating include: 

instructions for creaUng no more than the maximum number of remote execution 

processes to process the at least one message. 

17. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 14, further comprising: 
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instructions for determining whether any of the one or more remote execution processes 
is running- 

1 8. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 7, wherein the instructions 

for obtaining data include: 

mstructions for waiting for one of the one or more remote execution processes to 

exit, and 

instructions for storing data fix)m the one remote execution process. 

19. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 14, further comprising: 
instructions for grouping data from each of the one or more remote execution processes; 

and 

instructions for serializing the data for transmission to the client. 

20. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 14, further comprising: 
instructions for determining that another remote execution process needs to be initiated; 

and 

instructions for initiating the other remote execution process. 

21. (original) The computer- readable medium of claim 14, wherein the instructions 
for initiating include: 
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instructions for creating a Ust of the one or more remote execution processes that 
have been initiated. 

22. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 2 1 , further comprising: 
instructions for setting a time of an alarm event; and 

instructions for obtaining a status of the one or more remote execution processes on the 
list when the alarm event occurs. 



23. (origmal) The computer-readable medium of claim 22, wherein the instructions 

for obtaining a status include: 

instructions for determining whether the next remote execution process has been 
running for a first amount of time, and 

instructions for tenninating the next remote execution process when the next 
remote execution process has been running for at least the first amount of time. 

24. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 23, wherein the instructions 
for obtaining a status further include: 

instructions for determming whether the next remote execution process has been 
running for a second amount of time less than the first amount of time, and 

instructions for setting a next alarm event when the next remote execution process 
has been nuining no more than the second amount of time. 
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25. (original) The computer-readable medium of claim 24, wherein the instructions 

for obtaining data include: 

instructions for storing data from the next remote execution process when the next 
remote execution process has been running less than the first amount of time but at least 
the second amount of time. 



26. (currently amended) a n^twnrlf gerver which utilizes, but does not store, 
authentication information and credentials cache information to faciUtate s e c ure communication,. 
the network server being in communication with one or more clients and a plurality of hosts, the 
network server comprising: 

a service interface configured to receive a plurality of messages from the clients and 
transmit data associated with the messages to the clients; and 

a parallel execution utility configured to initiate one or more of a plurality of remote 
execution processes to process the messages from the clients, transmit the messages to one or 
more of the hosts via tiie one or more remote execution processes, obtain, from the one or more 
remote execution processes, data associated with the one or more hosts processing tiie messages, 
and provide the data to the service interface. 
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27. (original) The network server of claim 26, wherein the parallel execution utility is 
further configured to determine a maximum number of the remote execution processes that may 
run simultaneously. 

28. (original) The network server of claim 27, wherein the parallel execution utility is 
configured to create no more than the maxmium number of remote execution processes to 
process the messages. 

29. (original) The network server of claim 26, wherein the parallel execution utility is 
configured to determine whether any of the one or more remote execution processes is running. 

30. (original) The network server of claim 29, wherein the parallel execution utility is 
configured to wait for one of the one or more remote execution processes to exit and gather data 
from the one remote execution process. 

3 1 . (original) The network server of claim 26, wherein the parallel execution utility is 
configured to group data fi-om each of the one or more remote execution processes and serialize 
the data for transmission to the clients. 

32. (original) The network server of claim 26, wherein the parallel execution utility is 
configured to determine that another one of the remote execution processes needs to be initiated 
and initiate the other remote execution process. 
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33. (original) The network server of claim 26, wherein the parallel execution utility is 
configured to create a list of the one or more remote execution processes that have been initiated. 

34. (original) The network server of claim 33, wherein the parallel execution utility is 
configured to set a time of an alarm event and obtain a status of the one or more remote 
execution processes on the list when the alarm event occurs. 

35. (original) The network server of claim 34, wherein the parallel execution utility is 
configured to determine whether the next remote execution process has been running for a first 
amount of time and terminate the next remote execution process when the next remote execution 
process has been running for at least the first amount of time. 

36. (original) The network server of claim 35, wherein the parallel execution utility is 
configured to determine whether the next remote execution process has been running for a 
second amount of time less than the first amount of time, and set a next alarm event when the 
next remote execution process has been running no more than the second amount of time. 

37. (original) The network server of claim 36, wherein the parallel execution utility is 
configured to gather data fi-om the next remote execution process when the next remote 
execution process has been running less than the first amount of time but at least the second 
amount of time, 
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